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1859Presque Isle, MichiganWhat Is the Secret That Could Shipwreck Both of Their Lives?All Emma

Chambers ever wanted was a home, but when her steamboat sinks just outside Presque Isle, she's

left destitute and with no place to stay.An unlikely solution arises when the lighthouse keeper arrives

in town. He's just lost his wife and is having a difficult time caring for his child. So a traveling

preacher gets the idea that the keeper and Emma might be the answer to each other's dilemma.

After a hasty marriage, she finds herself heading to the lighthouse with this handsome but quiet

stranger. Nothing in her aimless life, though, has prepared her for parenting a rambunctious toddler,

as well as managing a household.Emma soon suspects Patrick may be hiding something from her,

and then she hears a disturbing rumor about the circumstances surrounding his late wife's death. It

seems as if her wish for a home and family of her own could end up leading her once more into

turbulent waters.
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A huge thanks to Bethany House Publishers for sending me a copy of this book to review. All the

opinions expressed are my own.This novel blew me out of the water! Iâ€™ve never read a book by



Jody Hedlund before, but I will be reading more of her works from now on. What a great mix of

suspense, mystery, and romance!After pirates attack her and her brotherâ€™s ship, Emma finds

herself stranded on Presque Isle. She reluctantly agrees to a marriage of convenience to the

handsome, yet reserved, Patrick Garraty, when she realizes she has no place to stay and no means

of supporting herself in the small, unpopulated town. Everything Emma desiresâ€“a home, a family,

loveâ€“is given to her, but is everything what it seems? As she grows in her relationship to the

kind-hearted Patrick, she discovers that the lighthouse keeper is keeping secrets that may threaten

her hopeful future.MORAL RATING:PG: Kissing, hinting at sex in a marriage context (remember,

this is Christian fiction)THE GOOD:Apparently, Jody Hedlund is a recognizable and well-admired

author in the Christian fiction genre. Iâ€™ve never heard of her or read any of her works before, but

I think she deserves all the acclaim she receives.First of all, the plot was fast-paced and left me

guessing. The last time I read a Christian fiction novel that left me completely surprised with the plot

twists was, well, never. I already expected to figure out the ending in the first 100 pages, so it was

quite a lovely surprise to find out that I knew absolutely nothing. I brought this book with me

everywhere while I was reading it (the scratch marks and page indentations tell all) because I

couldnâ€™t bear to be left in suspense.The characters were admirable and real.
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